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CULTURE THAT ENDURES

2015 WHAT A YEAR
Misneach (MISH-nock) – Courage, spirit, hopefulness ‘fortune favors the brave.’

      This Irish word captures the essence of all of who call the Maine Irish Heritage Center their home away from 
home. This past year saw the MIHC going full steam ahead with our usual accoutrements of weddings, lectures, 
concerts, and special events. 

u 2015 began with yet another great St.Patrick’s Day Parade led by Sister Mary George O’Toole and the Sisters 
of Mercy who were celebrated for 150 years of service to the State of Maine. They were surrounded by our 
friends in the Claddagh Mhor Band, who celebrated their 6th year anniversary by being selected to participate 
in the 2016 St.Patrick’s Day Parade in Galway, Ireland.

   
u Our annual spring auction saw the MIHC venture into an online component that was very successful and 

will be expanded and improved for 2016, please watch for this soon. Thanks to a challenge by board member 
Mark Hutchins at the spring auction we were able to raise enough money to purchase 250 new comfy chairs 
for the lower level.  

u June saw a triumphant and moving appearance by our own Tony Reilly and AIRE Theater in “Ulysses for 
Beginners”.  June also saw our partnership with St.Josephs’s College continued to blossom with the arrival of a 
student intern who spent over 80 hours volunteering in our library. His work will allow the MIHC library to 
be able to participate in the statewide interlibrary loan program.  

u In September the Portland Hurling Club was crowned New England Champions and gave a great account of 
them-selves at the National North American tournament in Chicago.  The Irish American Club of Maine, 
brought so many, so much joy on their October trip to Ireland including visits to Derry and to Belfast, where 
they were welcomed by the Lord Mayor of Belfast.  October also included a historic visit to Dublin to the 
Genetic Genealogy Conference for a presentation by members of our own Maine Gaeltacht DNA Project.  

u November saw yet another wonderful Claddagh Award celebration awarding honoring local Lewiston 
businessman and social activist Jim Wellehan. We closed out the month of November with a fabulously 
successful Schooner Fare concert attended by over 300 folks.  

u We were host to a record number of weddings (13) and receptions (6) last year and 2016 looks like it may 
surpass that. The Center was utilized by dozens of non-profits and community groups for a variety of events 
also.  We would be remiss if we didn’t include a huge shout out to our intrepid group of volunteer genealogists 
and librarian who continue to keep the doors open every Friday from 10-2 (except holidays) in our library/
genealogy center. Please stop by and thank them in person. 

u Little did we know that Christmas was going to arrive early for us in 2015!  In November we were notified 
by the Irish government that we had been selected to receive a $40,000 grant that will be utilized to hire 
an executive director in the upcoming year. The grant will allow us to better serve the community and to 



fulfill our mission.  Later that month the Harold Alfond Foundation awarded the Governor Joseph E. Brennan 
Archive project a $10,000 grant that will document the historic contributions made by this son of Irish 
immigrants. Look for the grand opening of the Brennan Archives in the fall of 2016.   

u In December we were notified of the receipt of two new grant awards, the first the Grants to Green Fund of 
the Maine Community Foundation for $23,000, will allow us to make building envelope improvements and 
lighting upgrades. 

u The second grant from our friends at the Davis Family Foundation awarded us $25,000 grant to complete 
the master plan that we began earlier in 2015. The purpose of the master plan will provide the MIHC with a 
comprehensive review of existing conditions, recommendations for full exterior restoration, select interior work, 
line-item cost estimates, and the production of graphic materials to build support for the future restoration of 
our historic property. 

We thank each and everyone for their time, their talent and their treasure.
Stay tuned for 2016, it looks like it’s shaping up to be quite an exciting ride.
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